
Grade 8 Summer Reading Assignment 
 

Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds is the name of the book. 
 
There are 2 extra-credit activities you can select. You can just 
read the book and take the test in September (Selection A) 
and/or choose to also do B1 or B2. Selection. If you choose A 
and a B you get more than double the extra points and if you 
choose A only you will get extra points upon passing the test 
with a 70%.  
 

A. Upon return in September, those who chose to read the 
book will have to take a test. You should all do well on this 
test. 
B1. Write the 5 paragraph essay below. This is good for 
your future progress. Follow the instructions below.  
OR 

B.  
B2. Answer the 15 open ended questions. 
Note: Students who successfully complete two activities 
will earn 2+ times the extra-credit. 

 

 
Here are the Handouts: 









 

About the Book 

Will has known about the rules ever since his childhood friend was killed on 

the playground, and he’s followed the first two: no crying, and no snitching. 

When his older brother, Shawn, is shot and killed while walking home from 

the store, Will knows he is expected to follow the final rule and avenge his 

brother’s death. He knows where Shawn keeps his gun, and he thinks he 

knows who the shooter is: a member of a rival gang named Riggs. Even if 

Will has never used a gun—never even held a gun before—rules are rules. 

But in the elevator on the way down to meet Riggs, Will encounters family 

and friends who died playing by the rules, and now Will has to decide what 

he is going to do when the elevator reaches its final stop. 

__________________________________________________________  

There are 2 extra-credit activities you can select. You can just 

read the book and take the test in September (Selection A) and/or 

choose to also do B1 or B2 Selection. If you choose A and a B you 

get more than double the extra points and if you choose A only 

you will get extra points upon passing the test with a 70%. I 

believe that anyone who reads the book will pass the test. I 

recommend reading the book. 

A. Upon return in September, those who chose to read the book 

will have to take a test. You should all do well on this test. 

B1. Write the 5 paragraph essay below. This is good for your 

future progress. Follow the instructions below.  

OR 

B2. Answer the 10 of 15 open ended questions. 

Note: Students who successfully complete two activities will 

earn 2+ times the extra-credit. 

 


